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Rhuddlan Town Council – Minutes of the meeting on the 13th September 

 

1. Aelwyn Morgan Award Presentation 

The Mayor presented the Award to the winner Pam Pegram. Pam was nominated for the 

conscientious work she carries out at Rhuddlan Nature Reserve. Pam visits this site almost 

daily throughout the year not only for her own enjoyment but also deals with any litter or 

rubbish and generally monitors the site: and then reports any problems to a member of the 

Reserve Committee which enables them to ensure the area is maintained in good order.  

 

2. Apologies 

Cllrs: Ann Davies and Heather Ellis 

 

3. Declaration of Interest 

Cllr Arwel Roberts: Item 11 - Admirals Playing Field 

Cllr Arwel Roberts: Item 22a - Grant Application History Society 

Cllr Gareth Rowlands: Item 11 - Admirals Playing Field 

Cllr Jackie Burnham: Item 11 - Admirals Playing Field 

Cllr Gareth Smith: Item 6d - Rhuddlan Community Group - Removal of Wreaths 

Cllr Gareth Smith: Item 22b – Rhuddlan Community group – Request for sponsorship 

Cllr Reg Davies: Item 22a, Grant Application Rhuddlan History Society. 

 

4. Police Matters 

The police incident report to be forwarded to members. 

The newly refurbished police station is now fully operational. 

 

5. Minutes 

The minutes of the 12th July 2018 were accepted subject to minor amendments. 

 

Matters arising: 

 Sign at New Road 

The give-way sign at New Road at the end of Dyserth which is in disrepair has been 

reported to Denbighshire County Council by Cllr Arwel Roberts. 

 

 Gwledd Festival 2019 

The Town Council have had permission from Traffic, Parking and Road Safety 

Manager for a “free use” parking for the Gwledd Festival in May 2019. 
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 Admirals’ Fields – Charity Match 

The Rhuddlan Town Football Club Charity match which was to take place on the 5th 

of August did not go ahead. Rhuddlan Football Club hope to arrange one for 2019. 

 

 New path at Vicarage Lane Playing Field 

Further to the decision at The Town Council meeting on the 12th of July 2018 to seek 

a quote to have a tarmac path on the playing field, the Clerk is awaiting a quote from 

Glascoed Timber. 

 

 ID / Security Badges 

The Mayor had taken photos of members at the previous meeting. However, the 

photos were of a poor quality. Members to forward a passport type photo to the 

Town Clerk which will forwarded to Goodsigns and Print. 

 

 Speed monitoring 

The individual who expressed an interest in getting involved with Community Speed 

Watch is reluctant to give his personal contact details. Cllr Andy Smith to forward Cllr 

Gareth Smith’s e-mail address to the individual so that he can follow up. 

 

 Leak at Vicarage Lane 

Following concern of the leak at Vicarage Lane (between Maes Derwen and Clwyd 

Avenue) Martin Williams from Welsh Water has carried out a number of tests on the 

water and can confirm that it is not linked to either Welsh Water drinking or foul 

water system. He appreciates that this is not resolving the issue. However, there 

isn’t much more that Welsh Water can do.  

 

The Town Clerk stated that a previous correspondence with Denbighshire County 

Council confirmed that this is a long standing problem and in conjunction with Welsh 

Water have done all it can to trace the source and have come to the conclusion that 

it is high ground water table that is creating the problem and this is something that 

Denbighshire County Council cannot be held responsible for and not in a position to 

deal with it. This is a fairly common occurrence in Rhuddlan and is regrettable that 

Denbighshire County Council have to draw a line under it.  

 

Members expressed concern that there is a lot of moss gathering which is slippery. 

Cllr Arwel Roberts to refer the matter to Denbighshire County Council. 

 

 Removal of yellow line on Gwindy Street. 

The Town Clerk had written to Denbighshire County Council requesting if yellow lines 

could be removed from outside No 1 Gwindy Terrace so that the resident can park 

legally outside. The Principal Engineer Traffic Manager has reviewed the request and 

considered that any relaxation of the existing parking restriction at this location 
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would unduly impede the safe and free management of vehicles in and out of Parc Y 

Lleng. 

 

6. Correspondence from: 

6a. The Mayor.  

The Mayor attended the following events. 

July 13th - Library meeting and walk round with PCSO Rebecca Evans. 

July 14th - Castle Beat and Banquet House Open Garden. 

July 16th - iBeacon Launch in Llangollen. Video in Ysgol y Castell. 

July 18th – Pengwern College meeting. 

July 22nd – Rhyl Civic and Garden Party. 

July 23rd - CCTV meeting. 

July 25th – Bio Bliss Nature Reserve. 

July 30th – Blodeuo Street Clean. 

July 31st – Britain in bloom meet judges and Blodeuo Street Clean. 

August 1st – Britain in Bloom Judging. 

August 3rd – Deliver thank you letters to businesses on High Street. 

August 21st – Open Gracie Marie Aesthetics & Beauty Shop. 

August 31st – Llandudno Civic Event. 

 

6b. The Town Clerk. 

Meetings 

 July 18th - met with Supervisor in Rhyl to arrange Fresh Air Gym sessions. 

 July 24th - attended Blodeuo Meeting. 

 July 25th - attended Dementia Friendly Rhuddlan meeting. 

 August 1st – Blodeuo Judging Day. 

 August 15th attended CiLCA training course in Mold. 

 August 20th – meeting in library to open questionnaires on Dementia. 

 August 21st – Met with Mayor. 

Press releases: 

 July 12 – Britain in Bloom Finalists & Exhibition in Community centre. 

 August 2nd – A Blooming Marvellous Day.  

 August 8th – Weekly Fitness Classes at the Fresh Air Gym. 

 August 10th – A Blooming Marvellous Day – re-submitted. 

 August 23rd – Free Training on how to Use a Defibrillator. 
General: 

 Fitness Sessions have been running at the Fresh Air Gym twice a week since July on 

Mondays (8 – 10 individuals attending) and Wednesdays (6 – 10 individuals 

attending). These sessions will end in September. 
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 Defibrillation Training Course with Achub Conwy will take place October 15th at 6 

p.m. This course is free of charge and is open to the community. 

 

6c. Independent Review Panel - Recommendations on Community/Town Councils. 

On the whole members were in favour of the findings and recommendation included in the 

report, in particular: 

 Mandatory Training for members. 

 Elections should be called regardless of whether seats are contested. 

 Town Councils working towards the criteria for exercising general power of 

competence. 

 Town Council’s to have an active role in engaging with the community. 

 Members felt that there was no need to change boundaries, the current system 

works well as it ensures that Town Councils are locally based and have a natural 

sense of community. 

 Disappointment was expressed that there was no commitment to the Welsh 

Language which is surprising considering that the Welsh Government has set 

ambitious targets. 

 One member did not agree with the remuneration proposals. 

 

It was resolved that the Town clerk write to the Independent Review Panel with the 

feedback. 

 

6d. Rhuddlan Community Group – Removal of Wreaths. 

At the Town Council meeting in April 2018 a question had been raised on how long should 

poppies and wreaths should remain on the cenotaph. The Town Clerk had made enquires 

with North Wales Society of Local Councils members to see what they do. There was a range 

of answers from leaving wreaths in place for a few months to all year round. It was resolved 

at that meeting that the wreaths will remain outside the Community Centre until 31st 

December. 

 

Further to this, correspondence had been received from Rhuddlan Community Group 

stating that this decision had caused a bit of upset in the community and felt that the 

wreaths need to be on display all year round. Members reconsidered the original decision 

and it was resolved the wreaths can remain in place all year round as long as they are in 

good condition. Wreaths in poor condition will be removed. 

 

6e. Ysgol y Castell PTA 

A letter of thanks for the grant from the Town Council towards holding the Castell Beat 

event had been received from the above. 
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7. County Council Members Report. 

7a. Cllr Ann Davies 

 Plas Lorna 
It has been decided that the area near Plas Lorna Residential home and the road 
verge to the north east boundary of the A547 to Pentre Lane will be maintained for 
their natural grassland habitats. This area will provide most benefit for wildlife so 
therefore will be cut less frequently and allowed to flower.  The flat area near the 
road side will be cut more frequently to give a distinct boundary.  
 
Biodiversity and Bees are now a corporate priority for the Council. Denbighshire 
County Council have a statutory duty to enhance these habitats.     

 

 Chief Executive visit to Rhuddlan 
It was a pleasure to welcome our Chief Executive last week. We met at the library 
and walked along the high street. I explained the history of the flower boxes and 
how 10 years ago the Council were cutting funding for planting of the flowers. As a 
member of community group, I suggested we clear the boxes and plant flowers with 
the help of volunteers. To date volunteers still maintain these boxes to a very high 
standard, making it one of the few towns in Denbighshire taking this approach. 
 
We also visited Tan yr Eglwys and the riverside walk, pointing out the historic 

monuments we have in Rhuddlan. The Chief Executive was suitably impressed.  

 Proposed work at Cemetery 
The trees fronting New Road will be trimmed and the hedges will be cut in the 
coming weeks.   

 

 New Road 
A new gate has been installed at the entrance of the footpath leading to the golf 
club.  
 

 Rhyl Road 
A safe crossing between the bus stops may come to fruition in the coming months. 
Not only will this help people cross the road safely but it is hoped it will reduce the 
speed of traffic in this area.  

 

 Noise reduction report 
A report on the noise survey on the Rhuddlan by-pass carried out a few weeks ago 
has now been received. This is a very lengthy and complex report which will be 
reviewed and summarised by Officers.  

 

 Carers Champion 
As Carers Champion I am always looking to identify Carers in our community in order 
to pass on relevant information on support available to them. If you are caring for 
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someone at the moment and would like to find out more about help and support 
available please contact Newcis on 01745 331181 or Ann Davies on 01745 591247.  

 

7b Cllr Arwel Roberts 

 Safe crossing of the A547 by Pentre Lane 
Denbighshire County Council have agreed that the implementation of a safe crossing 
should be explored which is very positive news. 

 

 Works to be carried out on Marsh Road 
Denbighshire County Council have now received the bond money which means that 
this work can now be carried out along with the Street Lighting Team. Aldi are not 
getting back to Denbighshire County Council with regards to the installation of a 
crash barrier on the A525 above the car park and this is slowing down the process. 

 

 Tirionfa.  
A concerned resident had bought to Cllr Roberts attention that land for sale at 
Tirionfa and also the parcel adjacent to Voel Coaches Dyserth have been sold.  Cllr 
Roberts followed up this matter with the Manager for Facilities in Denbighshire 
County Council who confirmed that the sales of land at Dyserth and Tirionfa is close 
to completion. Once completed, the buyer will then submit a full planning 
application on the land. The land in Dyserth is progressing but this site has a number 
of issues but Denbighshire County Council is making progress on this site as well.  

 
Cllr Arwel Robert’s said that he was disappointed that Denbighshire County Council 

had not kept him up to date and that this development is likely to put pressure on 

the school, surgery, hospital and increase traffic. 

 Dementia Coffee Morning 

Another Coffee Morning has been organised for Saturday, 13th October 10 a.m. – 12 

p.m. in Rhuddlan Community Centre. All welcome 

 

 Maes y Castell  

A resident has complained that there is a problem of youths gathering in the 

evenings. Enquiries to be made with Denbighshire County Council Youth Services to 

see if they can offer help with delivering activities for the youth.  

 

 Nature Reserve 

There has been vandalism in nature reserve. But things are slowly improving. 
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8. Remembrance Day  

A Silent Soldier will soon be installed on the roundabout near Rhuddlan Golf Club. Huntcliffe 

Property Maintenance who are based in Rhyl have kindly offered to install the silhouette for 

free. Planning permission to install the silhouette on the roundabout has been secured from 

Denbighshire County Council. 

 

10 Silent Silhouettes have been ordered. Another grant application to be completed for an 

additional 7 silhouettes.  Tony Osborne, Expert Group (UK) Limited who are based at 

Deeside has kindly offered to purchase 5 silhouettes for St Mary’s Church making the total 

of 22 silhouettes for the community which represents the number of individuals from 

Rhuddlan who lost their lives in WW1. 

 

On the evening of Remembrance Day, a bugler will play The Last Post at 6.55 p.m. The 

beacon of light will be lit at 7.00 p.m. This will be followed by St Mary’s Church Bells ringing 

for 7.05 p.m. 

 

The cost of a beacon is approximately £300.  Cllrs Gareth Rowlands, Arwel Roberts and the 

Town Clerk to make enquiries if one can be made cheaper and then go ahead and order. 

 

The Town Clerk to make enquiries with Jane Colclough to see if the Castle is available for the 

event. Security barriers will be required. Cllr Reg Davies has kindly offered to provide 

barriers for free. 

 

The Town Clerk to make enquires about the possibility of having red filters for the castle 

lights. 

 

Brian Jackson is to kindly donate up to 5 iron poppies to the Town Council. Possible 

locations could be the garden in the Community Centre, the roundabout, in planters. It was 

resolved that Cllr Arwel Roberts and Cllr Gareth Rowlands make enquiries. 

 

It was resolved to go ahead and order 30 poppies for the land posts at a cost of £2.50.  

 

Prestatyn Air Cadets are struggling with the band this year. Rhyl Marching Band are free and 

willing to turn out. 

 

Cllr Andy Smith to make enquiries with regards to buglers to be present at the event. There 

is a need to have a bugler for the day’s event and also the evening event. 

 

9. Blodeuo  

The Mayor thanked all the volunteers who had helped Blodeuo Rhuddlan secure a third 

gold. Barrie Mee was thanked for being available for taking photos of the event. Peter 

Barton Price and Jim Goodwin from Wales in Bloom were thanked for their support. The 

Mayor thanked his wife, Nerys for all her help and support. 
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A celebration Event is to be held at the library on the 18th of September. All welcome. 

 

The next significant date is the 19th October where the Britain in Bloom results will be 

announced.  

 

10. Information & Website matters  

There was no update on this item.  

 

11. Admirals Playing Field 

A summary of Conveyance 8th March 1946 had been received from John Owens Solicitors 

which states that the land was conveyed from Bodrhyddan Estate to the Parish Council as 

life tenants. The basis on which the land is conveyed and the purpose to which it is to be put 

is outlined under the Physical Training and Recreation Act 1937 which is for community use. 

 

There is a need to look at the long-term use of the field. Enquiries need to be made with 

groups that use the field. 

 

12. CCTV Agreement  

The Cheshire West and Chester Agreement for the provision of Technical Services (CCTV) 

was circulated to members for information. 

 

13. Traffic & Parking Issues  

Two letters of complaints had been received from residents regarding the above. One 

complaint was with regards to cars being parked directly in front of the library, Denbighshire 

County Council are already dealing with the matter. A consultation had been carried out 

which generated some formal objections which will need to be considered and 

appropriately addressed before the proposed restrictions can be implemented. 

 

The other complaint was with regards to vehicles far exceeding speed limits and there is a 

particular concern with regards to Ffordd Ganol and Highlands Road. Also, obstruction is 

caused on pavements by parked cars, wagons, builders vans with total disregard for 

pedestrians.  

 

Whilst the Town Council is sympathetic to the above problems, it is beyond the remit of the 

Town Council. It was resolved that the town clerk write back and instruct the individual to 

raise the issue with the County Council and the police. 

 

14. Standing Orders 

The 2017 Standing Orders had been circulated to members. Cllr Mike Kermode had a few 

amendments which will be sent to the Town Clerk to be incorporated in the report. 
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15 Letters of Complaint 

A further letter of complaint with regards to the BBC 2 Britain in Bloom programme had 

been received from Brenda Taylor disputing the claims in the letter received from the Town 

Clerk on 16th July 2018 and asked for the minutes of Town Council meeting held on the 12th 

of July 2018 be rescinded. It was resolved to reply to Mrs Taylor stating that the Town 

Council have noted Mrs Taylor’s concerns but there is no further comment from the 

previous letter. 

 

16. Library Reports 

Report for Quarter 4: January – March 2018 and the Annual Report April 2017 – March 2018 

had been circulated to members for information. 

 

17. Rose beds  

A request has been received from the Environment Group asking if the Town Council would 

consider taking responsibility for watering the rose beds and the plant containers near the 

roundabout (by the Golf course).  This land belongs to Denbighshire County Council which 

has withdrawn watering on this site. Correspondence from Royal Horticultural Society and 

the Wales in Bloom judge gave us guidance on watering plants. 

 

The Environment Group has done excellent work in the community but the Town Council 

policy is that it gives support to groups through grants but that it does not involve carry out 

watering of plants. 

 

It was resolved that the Town Clerk make enquiries with Denbighshire County Council to see 

what the cost would be to pay a contactor to water the flowers before a definite decision is 

reached on this matter. 

 

18. Seating benches at Admirals Playing Field  

A report was considered by members on the type of benches to be installed in the Admirals 

field. It was resolved to order the benches from Glasdon as they have been recommended 

by the County Council due to their extreme durability. 

 

Cllr Gareth Rowlands to take photo of the exact location for the benches to be installed so 

that the Town Clerk can proceed with the order. 

 

The benches need to be a certain distance from the play area fence so that youngsters don’t 

climb on them. 

 

19. Planning Applications for comment  

No applications had been received. 
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20. Budget/Finance matters 

Members approved the list of accounts due for September 2018. 

 

Some officers will not be claiming their Annual Allowance. Others will be claiming but 

donating the £150 to Charity. One member asked for their donation to be included in the 

minutes. Another member felt that this was not necessary. It was resolved that the Town 

Clerk ask the monitoring Officer for advice. 

 

21. Urgent Community matters 

 The Mayor informed members that his Civic Sunday will be held on the 7th April 

2019 at Ebenezer. 

 

 The Mayor informed members that a Charity Concert is to be held in St Mary’s 

Church either on the 23 November 2018 or February 2019. 

 

 The corner of Rhuddlan library needs attention again since the second vandalism.  

 Concern expressed that since the private operator Voel Coaches has pulled out of 
providing transport from Rhuddlan to Emrys ap Iwan school in Abergele, the pupils 
are all catching the No.13 bus to and from school each day. However, this is just a 
single deck bus and by the time it reaches Rhuddlan in the morning, there are very 
few seats available. On the return journey, there are even less seats available as 
pupils travel home from Colwyn Bay and Llandudno schools too. It was resolved that 
the Town Clerk write to Arriva to ask if they would kindly consider providing a double 
decker bus to overcome this problem. 

 

 The Community notice board needs decluttering.  

 

 Cllr Jackie Burnham will be unable to attend meetings for a while as she has enrolled 

on a course which takes place on Thursday evenings. 

 

 The Crazy Paving area needs spraying to get rid of weeds. Cllr Arwel Roberts to 

follow up Denbighshire County Council. 

 Correspondence received from Denbighshire County Council: The Economic and 

Business Development are offering a free once hour session with retail specialist 

Helen Hodgkinson in 8 towns. She is scheduled to be in Rhuddlan on 2nd October. It 

was resolved that the Town Clerk to forward the e-mail to members so that they can 

forward to anyone who may be interested. 
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22. Part 2. Exclusion of press and public.  

By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public are 

excluded from discussions on the following items on the basis that disclosure thereof would 

be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to 

be transacted. 

 

22a.Request for Financial Assistance – Rhuddlan History Society. 

An application received for £150 financial contribution towards keeping the website up to 

date. It was resolved to award £150. 

 

22b.Request for Sponsorship – Rhuddlan Community Group. 

An application received for £200 sponsorship towards translating “8 Local Walks” into 

Welsh. It was resolved to award £200. 

 

23. Date of next meeting. 

October 11th at 7 p.m. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………………. Cllr Gareth Rowlands – Mayor 

 

Date ……………………………………………………………………… 
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