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RHUDDLAN TOWN COUNCIL – DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING ON THE 10th MAY 2018 
 
PRESENT  
Cllrs: Gareth Rowlands (Mayor in the Chair), Arwel Roberts (Deputy Mayor), Jackie Burnham, 
Mike Elgin, Reg Davies, Heather Ellis, Syd Gaskin, Mike Kermode, Arwel Roberts, Gareth 
Smith, Town Clerk. 
 
3 members of the public were present 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

Cllr Ann Davies 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Cllr Mike Elgin – Item 17a: Grant Application - Guides and Brownies 

Cllr Andy Smith - Item 17a: Grant Application - Guides and Brownies 

Cllr Gareth Smith – Item 17c: Grant Application – Rhuddlan Community Group 

3 POLICE MATTERS 
PCSO Barry Williams attended the meeting and read out the following incidents: 

13/04/18 Theft HTM – Caravan entered. All lines of enquiry completed but no suspect 

identified 

18/04/18 Vehicle failed to make payment Coop Rhuddlan – Investigation ongoing 

23/04/18 Burglary other than dwelling Highlands Road – Garage entered and items 

taken from within 

25/04/18 Burglary other than dwelling Bodrhyddan Hall - Investigation ongoing 

26/04/18 Theft of radiator left outside property on Seymour Drive – No further lines of 

enquiry 
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PCSO Rebecca Evans has been made aware of a female seen in the area of St. Mary’s Church 

over the last week or so who could have been taking shelter in the doorway. PCSO Evans and 

colleagues have visited and there have been no further sightings of her at this time. Should 

any members of the public see this lady, to contact the police straight away as she may be 

vulnerable.  

Police have been keeping an eye outside Pudding and Pie for vehicles parking on the zig zags 

but none have been observed doing so. 

Concern was expressed by a member about difficulty contacting the police through dialling 

the non-urgent line 101.  

 

4. MINUTES  

The minutes of 12th of April were approved subject to a minor amendment. 

 

Matters Arising: 

Fly banners 

The banners which were on the fence in Marsh Road have been taken down. The Town Clerk 

secured permission from the owners to have the banners taken down as no one had ever 

sought permission to place banners on the fence. It was resolved that the Town Clerk write to 

owners of the banners to see if they want their banners back. The fence needs to be 

monitored for 12 months to ensure that no banners are placed on the fence without the 

owner’s permission. 

 

a. Slipway.  

The Town Clerk contacted solicitors who are custodians of this land near Marsh Road. 

The solicitor stated that no one is taking responsibility for the site as it is a flood risk 

area. It was resolved that the Town Clerk write to the scouts to state the situation and 

explain that Rhyl Harbour is available to use for free. 

 

b. KFC 

The Town Clerk has had difficulty in making contact with the manager of the KFC to 

arrange a meeting to discuss the litter problem.  It was resolved to continue to make 

contact. 

 

c. Plastic Free Rhuddlan 

The Town Clerk to arrange a photo call on the 23rd May. Time to be confirmed. All 

Councillors to be invited. 

 

d. Dementia Friendly Communities 

The meeting on the 19th of April was very well attended. A follow up meeting is to be 

held on the 15th of May to set up a steering group. 
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e. Potholes 

Following the reply from the Head of Highways stating that current funding does not 

allow Denbighshire County Council to address the problems in a meaningful way in 

terms of resurfacing, the Town Clerk had written to the two Assembly Members and 

the Member of Parliament raisin concern. 

 

Llyr Gruffydd A.M. is aware of the good work that Cllr Arwel Roberts has done to raise 

this issue with Denbighshire County Council. Llyr Gruffydd is to contact the Cabinet 

Secretary of the Welsh Government to ask what plans the Welsh Government has to 

improve the road will communicate the response to the Town Council. 

 

Ann Jones A.M. has written to the Traffic, Parking and Road Safety Manager 

at Denbighshire County Council to get an update on the dialogue between 

Denbighshire County Council and the Welsh Assembly and also Conwy County 

Borough Council in relation to funding. 

 

Chris Ruane M.P is to raise the issue with Denbighshire County Council and add his 

support to any application which goes to Welsh Government. 

 

It was resolved that the Town Clerk to write to the Welsh Government to highlight the 

issue. 

 

f. Cenotaph – Removal of wreaths 

Following the decision in the last town council that the wreaths remain outside the 

community centre until 31st December, it was resolved that the Town Clerk write to 

the Rhuddlan Community group to inform them of this. decision. 

 

g. Silent Soldier 

Following the decision in a recent meeting to locate a Silent Solider on the 

roundabout near the golf course, it was resolved that this to be a permanent fixture. 

 

h. Special Award 

It was resolved to invite Peter Robinson to the next meeting so that the Town Council 

can acknowledge the excellent long service work he has done with the R.N.L.I.  

 

i. Dog Signs in Admirals Playing Fields 

It was resolved that Cllrs Jackie Burnham, Cllr Gareth Roberts and Town Clerk meet in 

Admirals Fields to rationalize the signage. 

 

Cllr Arwel Roberts left the meeting as he had another engagement 
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5. CORRESPONDENCE FROM: 

The Town Clerk  

Meeting with Library Management Staff 
This to take place on the 12th June at 10.30 a.m. in Rhuddlan Library. 
 
Fresh Air Gym 
The installation of the Fresh Air Gym will go ahead on the 14th of May and hopefully 
completed by Wednesday 16th, weather permitting.  
 
Press releases 
The Big Riverside Clean up – 5th May. 
 
6. THE INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL FOR WALES 
Following the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Report 2018, payment to 
members of community and town council was discussed as this will have financial 
implications to the Town Council’s budget. 
 

a) The Council must make available a payment to each of its members a sum of £150 to 
cover general costs incurred in their work as a Councillor. 

 
b) The Council must make available an annual payment of £500 to at least one and no 

more than 5 Councillors for carrying out of extra duties. 
 

c) The Council is authorised to pay up to £34 (up to 4 hours) and £68 (for each period 
beyond 4 hours but not exceeded 24 hours) to Councillors to allow them to perform 
their duties. 

 
d) All Town and Community Councils must make allowance for reimbursement of costs 

for care of dependent children or adults (provided by formal carer) to allow 
Councillors to perform their duties. Such sums must be made available up to a 
maximum of £403 per month. 

 
e) The Council is authorised to provide a mayoral allowance of up to £1500 per annum 

for civic duties which is in addition to any sums noted above. 
 

f) The Council is authorised to provide a Deputy Mayor allowance up to £500 per 
annum for civic duties which is in additional to any sums noted above. 

 
g) There is a requirement to public expenses claimed by Councillor with such 

information being posted on the website. Members may each year waive their rights 
to any allowances by stating such to the Town Clerk in writing. 
 

 
 

 



 

5 

 

It was resolved: 
That the Town Clerk write to members to inform them that an allowance of £150 
each will be made available to them for the 2018-19 year.  The Town Clerk to ask 
each member if they have caring duties i.e. care of dependent children or adults 
which may have reimbursement implications to the Town Council. 

 
The Mayors allowance to be decrease from £2000 to £1500 

 
The Deputy Mayors allowance to be increased from £250 to £500 

 
The annual payment of £500 to be made to one member only and that to be the 
Mayor. 
  

 

Cllr Arwel Roberts 

 

a. Cwrt y Gwindy Developments 
Attached (Appendix1) are pictures of work which has been done in Cwrt Y 
Gwindy and developments in the future. Denbighshire Housing are to be 
congratulated. It was also a pleasure to be of assistance to the residents who 
live in the Cwrt. In the past there was a large bin under the alcove which 
attracted rats and insects. 

 

b. The Rhuddlan Iach Surgery.  
The social media have mentioned my name regarding the surgery. I made 

enquiries with the management of the service. One of the doctors has moved 

on to pastures new. Only one doctor is left at present. He has annual leave 

during the first week of June and therefore residents will have to travel to 

Prestatyn Iach during that week. 

 

c. Station Road Bund. (Flood Relief Work)  
Have been in discussions with Street Scene and Natural Resources Wales. I 

agreed it would be difficult to find enough room to plant trees at the rear of 

the bund as space is very restricted. No possibility to plant in front of the bund 

due to numerous services running through this area. One tree could be 

planted by the small stile. Natural Resources Wales will plant bulbs and 

wildflowers in the area in October. Dawnus are still working there at present 

and the area needs re- instatement. In the future this area will be a flower rich 

verge. 
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d. Rubbish clearing. 
During the past month I have been involved with clearing one side of the river 

towards Rhyl. This was a request from residents within Rhuddlan. Therefore, I 

have met them in the Nature Reserve firstly and a tremendous amount of 

litter was cleared from there including plastic. Secondly two days of removing 

rubbish occurred along the river. Eight of us the first time including Cllr 

Kermode. Second day I liaised with the Blodeuo Chairman and the Town Clerk 

and now the Town Council is leading this initiative. Thanks to Cllr Andy Smith 

(Mayor) Cllr Syd Gaskin, Cllr Gareth Smith and Cllr Gareth Rowlands who 

worked so hard to make the day such a success. Also, the assistance we had 

from Keep Wales Tidy and Denbighshire Street Scene. 

 

e. Planter by the A5151 
The large planter which was removed from outside Harvey’s is now by Dyserth 

Road and the A5151. Street Scene will empty it in time of present plants and 

then the Community Group will look after it as they requested in the Blodeuo 

Meeting.  

 

8. BLODEUO 

The Mayor (also Chairman of Blodeuo) reported that the judging day for Britain in Bloom is 

on the 1st of August. There is no news on a judging date for the Wales in Bloom although the 

Town Clerk has put in a request for it to be in the second week in July. The Community is now 

working together and gearing up for the judging days. 

 

Denbighshire County Council are now in a position to move ahead with the supplementary 

signs which will have the words “Wales in Bloom – Gold Winners”. It was resolved that the 

Town Clerk sign the paperwork which confirms the go ahead from the Town Council. 

 

9. INFORMATION & WEBSITE MATTERS  

There was no update on this item. 

 

10. BUS SHELTER CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 

A report from the Transport Officer, Denbighshire County Council was discussed. It was 

resolved to accept the recommendations in the report that the bus shelters are to be cleaned 

twice a year; once in June and once in November at a cost of £25 per shelter. Also, it was 

resolved that the Town Clerk to contact Queensbury Shelter Ltd. to carry out a shelter 

maintenance and improvement survey on Rhuddlan’s bus shelters. 
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11. PLAY AREAS REPAIRS 

Following the latest inspection carried out by Morral Play Services, The Town Clerk invited 

tenders from 5 companies to carry out repairs and maintenance of the two play areas. Three 

companies submitted quotes: 

Playsafe Playgrounds Ltd.  £12,166 + VAT 
AMG Sport Play Ltd.   £11,931.50 + VAT 
Groundsworks North West Ltd £6,200 + VAT 
It was resolved to give the tender to Groundworks North West Ltd. 

 

12. CCTV 

The Mayor reported that the Cheshire West and Chester CCTV Agreement is still in progress 

and should be ready soon for partners to sign. The Partnership has recently been audited by 

Denbighshire County Council Audit Section and there are no untoward problems. The next 

meeting of the partnership is 30th May. The Mayor is unable to make this meeting but Cllr Syd 

Gaskin will be attending to represent the Town Council. 

 

13. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME  

The signs around the town are faded and in a dreadful mess. The Mayor has spoken to 

Beverley Parry, the lead for Neighbourhood Watch in Rhuddlan who is struggling to get 

support in the community. It was resolved that the Town Council call a public meeting and 

invite key people such as the Co-ordinator in North Wales Police to give an overview of 

Neighbourhood Watch so that residents are aware of this initiative and have an opportunity 

to get involved. The Town Council can ask the Chief Inspector (who will be attending the 

Town Council meeting in June) if North Wales Police can contribute money towards this 

initiative. It was resolved to replace the faded signs with new stickers. 

 

14. BUDGET/FINANCE MATTERS 

Members approved the list of accounts due for May 2018 

 

The Town Clerk confirmed that the Rhuddlan Charity Account has been set up. This account 

will be used for fundraising activities. 

 

The usual auditor that audits the Town Councils account is no longer working as an auditor 

and had recommended that the Town Clerk contact the audit section of Denbighshire County 

Council to see if staff are willing to audit the Town Council’s 2017/18 accounts. It was 

resolved that the Town Clerk contact Denbighshire County Council Audit Section.  
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15. PLANNING MATTERS FOR COMMENT 

Cllr Mike Kermode abstained 

 

It is common practice that the Deputy Mayor to take on the role of Head of Planning for the 

Town Council. The Deputy Mayor appointed for 2018 – 19 is Cllr Arwel Roberts who is also a 

County Councillor.  It was resolved that Councillor Arwel Roberts to contact Denbighshire 

County Council to see if there is any conflict of interest in taking up this role. If there are any 

problems then this role to go to Cllr Gareth Smith.  

 

a. Planning application 44/2018/0325. Erection of extensions to dwelling – 4 Ffordd 

Morris, Rhuddlan.    No objections 

 

b. Planning application 44/2018/0320. Change of use and alterations of first floor of 

stable block and clock tower to form bridal suite and guest accommodation, and 

associated works (Listed Building application) Bodrhyddan Hall, Rhuddlan.   No 

objections. 

 

 

16. URGENT COMMUNITY MATTERS 

a. Litter in Admirals Fields - Members expressed concern over the amount of litter that is 
being left behind after football training night. Two weeks ago, one member of the 
Town Council picked up 16 drinks bottles (2 bottles still full in their 4-pack wrapper) 
an empty pack of apple pies plus the individual foil trays and empty pasty wrapper. All 
this litter was within a few yards of the bins at the bottom of the field and by the 
M.U.G.A. 

 
A letter was sent to Football Club in May 2017 with the same concerns. It was 
resolved that the Town Clerk write again to the Football Club stating that if this 
problem persists the Council will impose a ban on the Club not being able to use the 
pitch for two weeks which will include training and matches. 

 
The Town Clerk needs to emphasise to the football club that the Town Council are 
currently working towards Rhuddlan becoming plastic free and recommend that the 
football club encourage members to use re-usable bottles which would also help 
alleviate the litter problem. 

 

b. Parking in Gwindy Street – A complaint has been received from resident from Gwindy 

Street stating that there is no room for parking on the street and asked the question if 

there is a possibility if the yellow lines can be removed. Members felt that this may 

cause more problems rather than alleviate the situation. It was resolved that the 

Town Clerk raise this issue with Denbighshire County Council. 
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c. Fresh Air Gym - The installation of the Fresh Air Gym will go ahead on the 14th of May 

and hopefully completed by Wednesday 16th, weather permitting. It was resolved 

that the previous Mayor, Sara King to be invited to the official opening as it was Sara 

King who instigated this initiative. 

 

17. Part 2. Exclusion of press and public.  

By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public 

are excluded from discussions on the following items on the basis that disclosure 

thereof would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 

nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

a. Request for Financial Assistance - 1st Rhuddlan Rainbows, 1st Rhuddlan 

Brownies, 3rd Rhuddlan Guides. 

Cllr Andy Smith declared an interest. 

It was resolved to contribute £600 to help with the cost of hiring facilities. It 

was emphasised that The Town Council do not usually give grants to cover 

running costs but this was seen as a new cost to the organisation since the 

school has very recently introduced hiring charges. The organisation need to 

look at fundraising to meet future facility hire costs. The Town Clerk to write 

to Ysgol y Castell asking if it would consider reducing their hire charges by 50% 

for 12 months to help such organisations. 

 

b. Request for Financial Assistance – Dial a Ride.  

This was submitted to the last meeting but the organisation had not 

completed an official application form. This has now been completed and 

submitted to the Town Council along with all relevant paper work. It was 

resolved to contribute £500 towards the Dial a Ride service. The Town Clerk to 

ask Dial a Ride to include Rhuddlan Town Council’s logo in all future 

promotional material. 

 

c. Rhuddlan Community Group.  

Cllr Gareth Smith declared an interest and left the room 

It was resolved to contribute £960.00 towards listed items in the application 

form. 

 

18.  Date of next meeting: June 14th at 6.45 p.m. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………………. Cllr Gareth Rowlands – Mayor 

 

Date ……………………………………………………………………… 
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Appendix 1  

Cwrt y Gwindy Developments  

 

 


